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It seems strange there isn’t more money going into medical research. I’ll use cancer research as one example.  With everybody interested in their own long term health, you would think there would be a tremendous push to fund research in this field.  Not only has anyone of even moderate age known someone who died of cancer, but we are each a potential victim.





The federal legislature should be scrambling to find a cure to not only protect themselves and their families but to earn their constituents undying (not meant as a pun) gratitude.  Why aren’t they acting?





I can think of three reasons. First, everyone probably avoids thinking that bad things could happen to them or their loved ones.  So, by the time something does happen, it’s too late to become interested and start research.  Second, they realize that the scientific founder of the cure will be remembered and not they.  Or, third, there are even more powerful interests who might lose money if cancer was cured.





The third reason sounds far fetched, but think about it.  (Imagine it as a movie plot)  Immediately, all present research would stop.  While it’s hard to imagine any individual, dedicated researcher holding back, those administering the research might not have the same interest.





Then there is the whole medical care industry.  What portion of medical revenue comes from treating cancer?  With the epidemic of hospital closures we’ve seen lately and the reduction in doctors’ average income, there might be a concern in that industry about any change that could significantly reduce revenue.





Finally, the pharmaceutical companies are always potential suspects in any conspiracy theory.  Who knows what their interests might be?





If you think my paranoid, conspiracy could never be, let me cite three instances.





Back in the early 60’s, when Ralph Nader earned his reputation for championing consumer interests, General Motors tried to suppress him.  He was then pointing out the hazardous tendency of their Corvair to flip over in turns.  They did everything they could to dig up dirt to discredit him.  When it finally came out during Senate hearings that they even had a detective following him, the public was outraged and began to believe his testimony and not GM’s.  Our first consumer hero, championing safety over profit, was created.





I can personally report this type of action by industry. When I was working for the Federal Highway Administration, we funded research on the frequency of car doors opening during accidents.  (Before seat belts were required, such openings usually resulted in severe injuries.) The researchers found that one of the big three U.S. companies had a frequency five times that of the other two.  But because of political considerations, the identity of that company was never reported, even to us.  So, there are times when industry sales are more important than your safety.





In 1992, following the crash of Pan Am flight 103, the airline industry lobbied successfully against a proposed FAA requirement for bomb resistant cargo containers.  The heavier cargo containers would increase fuel costs. Again, profits came before your safety.





It’s OK, and maybe safer, to be a little paranoid when profit and safety compete for finding a solution. 





But, back to medical research.  This is one place where throwing money at the problem might work.  Big labs with big budgets and big staffs will doggedly pursue main stream theories. Even if there is no breakthrough, knowledge is advanced. And the lab’s reputation is intact.  





Until there is enough research money available to fund all the main stream research labs, very little or none will go to that small independent researcher with unusual theories.  If main stream theories worked, the problem would have been solved.  But, the small independent lab has to hit a home run to be considered successful.  They will investigate the less popular leads and could substantially increase the chances of finding a cure.





But will they ever get the chance unless funds for medical research is increased? 


